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Unworthy. Yet— 
By Kate H. Lockton 
“I am not worthy.”—Gen. 32:10 


AM not worthy to receive from Thee 
One of these mercies—tho’ the least 
it be; 
Yet Thou dost pour on me, as days go by, 
Blessings unnumbered, undeserved, and I 
Can only kneel in penitence, and cry, 
“I am not worthy, Lord.” 


I am not worthy, Lord, one thing to do: 

Not e’en to loose the latchet of Thy shoe. 

Sin stains my hands, as Thou canst 
surely see. 

Yet Thou art calling, calling even me 

To come and work in partnership with 
Thee. 

I am not worthy, Lord. 


I am not worthy, Lord, Thy slave to be. 

So often have I grieved and slighted 
Thee. 

So often failed Thee, left Thy work 
undone; : 

Yet Thou hast looked on me, Thy erring 
one, 

Hast made me, not a servant, but a son. 

I am not worthy, Lord. 


I am not worthy, Lord, yet Thou didst 
say 

That in my house Thou must abide today. 

So, Lord, I beg Thee, ere Thou comest in, 

Take Thou my heart and cleanse it from 
all sin. 

Then fit it, Lord, for Thee to dwell 

therein, 
And make me worthy, Lord. 


Our Need of Patlenes 


Patience sometimes makes greater 
demands on the believer than either sac- 
rifice or persecution. The Hebrew Chris- 
tians to whom Paul wrote had endured 
great affliction, had been made a gazing- 
stock, had been reproached, and had suf- 
fered loss of possessions. They had taken 
it all joyfully (Heb. 10:32-34). Yet Paul 
said to them, “Ye have need of patience 
{or patient endurance], that, after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promise” (v. 36). It is so 
easy, after making real sacrifices for 
Christ’s sake, to give way to impatience 
when we do not see God work as fast 
as we think He should in an impossible 
situation, or in the life of another Chris- 
tian. Thus we miss the peace and quiet? 
ness of spirit that should follow what we 


have endured or lost for Christ’s sake. 
And impatience is really lack of faith. 
We do not really believe that God is 
handling that impossible situation, or is 
taking care of our reputation, or will 
right the wrongs that have been done. 
Thus we inflict ourselves with all the 
doubts and uncertainties and discourage- 
ments that would rightly be ours if God 
were not actually in control and work- 
ing in our behalf. Our better part is 
not to fret but to rest quietly in Him, 
to wait patiently for Him, trusting in 
Him, to delight ourselves in Him, and 
to commit our way to Him, in the cer- 
tainty that, in His own time, God will 
deal with the situation and will bring 
forth our righteousness as the light and 
our judgment as the noonday (Psa. 
37:3-7). 


The Orient Crusaders in Formosa 


By Ernest Gordon 


and politics. It is also central to 

the Far East religious situation, a 
possible beachhead to the spiritual recov- 
ery of China, 

Earlier it was a missionary field of 
Canadian Presbyterians, who worked 
among the mountain aborigines, Tyal 
headhunters. World War II forced the 
Dicksons, Presbyterian leaders, out of 
the island. One of their converts, Chi- 
oang, a woman of middle age, continued 
in incessant evangelism and, on the re- 
turn of the Dicksons, was able to pre- 
sent them with twelve new churches. 
There were over four thousand new be- 
lievers as the result of her work. 

Came then the vast immigration from 
the mainland, Chiang Kai-shek’s army 
and the accompanying bedraggled civil 
population. A new opportunity for 
Christ’s workers! In 1950 there were 


Fine ‘pout is in the headlines of war 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Be strong . . . and work: for 
I am with you, saith the Lord of 
hosts” (Hag. 2:4). 

















some thirty Protestant missionaries on 
Formosa; today there are three hundred 
or more. In 1953 alone, 109 new churches 
were built by native Christians! 

In 1950 Bob Pierce of Youth for Christ 
had been evangelizing in Korea (last 
year 2,212 pastors gathered together from 
all over Korea to hear him, and great 
meetings followed). He felt a deep con- 
cern for near-by Formosa and its great 
army of the displaced. So he sought 
out Mme. Chiang Kai-shek and found 
her on the steps of a government hos- 
pital. “Send the men and the Gospels 
and I'll co-operate,” was her answer. 

Bob Pierce came back to the United 
States for men and Gospels. He found 
the first of the men at Winona Lake at 
a Youth for Christ Conference: 

“I was weary in body,” said this man 
of the China Inland Mission, Dick Hillis, 
“and I had had my fill of Communists. 
For eighteen crawling months my family 
and I had lived in Communist-controlled 
China. Our city had been captured in 
1948, and for sixty-three days we had 


‘been confined to a house, a time when 


mornings were bright with the promises 
of God and the nights long with prayers 
to God. God had permitted five other 
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missionaries in Honan Province to be 
martyred. . . . Communism is the law 
of the gun. It is anti-God, anti-Christ, 
anti-home, and anti-everything that is 
decent and clean. It is organized inter- 
national banditry. 

“I had heard Pierce speak of Formosa, 
and God stirred my heart. Yet I had 
no desire to live on an island ninety 
miles from Communist China. Mao Tse- 
tung and his vicious horde of bandits 
were scheming to swallow up that 
island, . . . Didn’t I know when I had 
enough?” 

Nevertheless Hillis listened to Pierce 
and finally agreed to go. He asked 
only, “Give me a man to go with me, 
and a half million Gospels.” The next 
afternoon a young man came to Hillis’s 
room and introduced himself, “I’m Ells- 
worth Culver. Last night I couldn’t 
sleep, so I spent much time in prayer. 
I believe God wants me to go to For- 
mosa with you.” 

He was but twenty-three years of age, 
son of missionaries of the Oriental Mis- 
sionary Society. To go, he must raise 
funds for his own expenses, a difficult 
task for an untried youth. 

Earlier, Pierce had contacted A. G. 
Ball, head of World Gospel Crusade, 
Los Angeles, which is organized to fur- 
nish Scriptures free to missionaries. 
Pierce asked him for a half million Gos- 
pels of John. Ball phoned to printers 
in Hong Kong for prices on Chinese 
Gospels. Result, an order for printing 
a half million Gospels with Kenneth 
Price of the Christian Witness Press in 
Hong Kong; the cost, $11,500, was met 
by little world banks distributed by 
World Gospel Crusade, and from meet- 
ings held by Pierce. 

“God had answered,” said Hillis, “I 
had the Gospels, and Culver proved to 
be the man.” 





“Early in October, 1950,” writes Hillis, 
“Culver and I flew to Formosa and be- 
gan our distribution of the Gospels to 
soldiers. 

“The Gospels were distributed mainly 
by preaching teams consisting of one 
American, one Mandarin-speaking Chi- 
nese, and one Amoy-speaking Chinese. 
God put His seal upon our going into 
the camps by giving us Enoch Wong. 
Enoch Wong ... had been one of the 
top men in customs, serving as com- 
missioner of customs in Mukden, Man- 
churia.” 

Trained under the British, Wong was 
a wealthy, educated man, but given to 
dissipation. When he was forty-two, he 
was converted in evangelistic tent meet- 
ings. Afterwards he did lay-preaching 
in the churches in Nationalist China, 
When Youth for Christ held big rallies 





This article is based on the booklet “Shall 
We Forfeit Formosa?” by Dick Hillis. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. May 
be had free on application to Orient Crusades, 
Box 45, Los Angeles 53.) 
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in China he interpreted for the speakers, 
preaching himself indeed as much as 
the preacher he was serving. 

He was driven out of China with his 
wife, his youngest son, and one suit- 
case. As top interpreter for Orient Cru- 
sades, he has gone with most of the 
Crusades’ teams and preached to more 
Chinese mainlanders than any other man 
in China. He gave “face” to Orient 
Crusades. The soldiers were far more 
inclined to listen because a man of his 
obvious good breeding worked with 
them. 

At times hostile officers showed ill 
will. Prior to a meeting near an army 
base, an officer said to his men, “If you 
go to that meeting tonight you will have 
to miss supper.” Three hundred did 
miss this one of their two daily meals, 
and walked seven miles to the meeting. 
There, 243 of them indicated their de- 
sire to know the Lord as Saviour. 

A Chinese Christian Service Center 
was opened at Kaohnsiung whither Chi- 
nese soldiers flock during leaves, 

Of the 230 high schools of Formosa, 
218 were reached by Orient Crusades 
before they were finally closed to them 
(on the same ground on which they were 
excluded from the camps, namely, that 
continued permission might bring rep- 
resentatives of Buddhism, Romanism, 
and Jehovah’s Witnesses with requests 
to be heard). So a students’ center, 
Campus Cross-Roads, under the leader- 
ship of a proved soul-winner, was 
opened close to the National Taiwan 
University. Here students pack the hall. 
Among those converted was Lilly Lin, 
“a shy, cultivated student,” who in nine 
months has brought twenty to Christ 
and has seen them established in 
churches. 

Orient Crusades teams have gone into 
the villages of Formosa and reached, in 
two years, 1,700 of the 6,000 villages. 

A Christian basketball team, selected 
from Christian colleges in the United 
States, has been sponsored. “At half- 
time the members caught their breath, 
sang hymns, testified, and gave a de- 
votional message. At the end of the 
game the loud-speakers were turned 
off, and the players waited . . . while, 
from the crowd, singly or in groups, 
came soldiers. They stood, waiting, 
while step by step the Gospel was ex- 
plained again, and each individual was 
dealt with.” 





One great feature of Orient Crusades, 
one which gives their work depth and 
permanence, is the correspondence 
course. In September, 1953, fourteen 
thousand Chinese prisoners from Korea 
entered Formosa to identify themselves 
with Nationalist China, Ten thousand had 
confessed Christ and begun on the 
Orient Crusades Bible course. This ful- 
fills the second half of the great com- 
mission—teaching all men. 

The Bible study course includes a 


April 30, 1955 


“Navigators” memory system. In addi- 
tion three hundred thousand books by 
the late Keith L. Brooks have been dis- 
tributed among the students. 


“Each lesson returned is carefully 
checked, all questions answered, and 
joyful records are kept of those who 
receive the Lord and those who lead 
others to Christ. Lesson 3 asks if 
the convert has witnessed to and led 
a soul to Christ. Of the first 716 who 


(Continued on page 353) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Calendar “Reform” 


I wish THe Sunpay Scnoo.t Tres 
would make some pronouncement 
against the new calendar that some 
are trying to force upon the world. 
To me it will mean the disruption of 
the seven-day order that has been 
followed by the church since Christ, 
and I think from the days of creation. 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 

The “new calendar” to which the 
Pennsylvania reader refers is one that 
has been under consideration for some 
time by the Economic and Social Coun- 
cil of the United Nations. For more 
than twenty-five years, various groups, 
including the League of Nations, have 
sought to have a calendar adopted that 
would be the same from year to year, 
with months of an equal, or nearly equal, 
number of days, equal quarters, and 
holidays that would always fall on the 
same day of the week and date. This, 
it was argued, would be a great help 
to business in accounting and in com- 
paring the various periods of the year. 
A number of plans have been suggested 
and considered. The plan before the 
United Nations would equalize the quar- 
ters of the year so that each would 
contain one month of 31 days and two 
months of 30 days, thus making a yearly 
total of 364 days. It was proposed 
that the 365th day would be added after 
the last day of December, and would 
not be included in any month or bear 
the name of any weekday, but would be 
called “World Day.” The days of the 
week would then be resumed with the 
first day of January. In leap years, 
necessitated by the fact that the actual 
solar year is approximately 365% days, 
a “Leap-Year Day” would be added 
after the last day of June. Thus, every 
year the weekly cycle would be broken 
by one day, and every leap year by two 
days. For example, the Christian Sunday, 
after one year under the new calendar, 
would be shifted by one eight-day in- 
terval to what formerly had been a 
Monday. After two years it would move 
to Tuesday, and so on throughout the 
years. 

There is good reason to believe that 


(Continued on page 345) 
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to supply our need 


of a life spent for God on a foreign 

field, we come across some mir- 
acle of His provision, some occasion on 
which God’s hand miraculously inter- 
vened to show His power and prevent 
impending tragedy, and we have been 
encouraged. Or it may be in the letter 
of some missionary friend that we learn 
of a very evident work of God in supply- 
ing an urgent need, guiding in some 
special way, or protecting as only God 
could do. 

Then perhaps our thought is, “What 
wonderful things God did in those days!” 
or, “God surely does work miracles for 
His servants out there on the field! I 
wish I could see something like that in 
America—or in my own life.” If it is 
true, as has been said, that “our ex- 
tremity is God’s opportunity,” it may be 
because we so rarely come to the end 
of our own resources here in prosperous 
America that we do not more often see 
His hand miraculously extended on our 
behalf. 


God Keeps His Promises 

The last few years have witnessed an 
extremity reached in my life in the 
form of long-continued illness in our 
home which has exhausted resources, 
physical and material, until we came to 
the place where I, as breadwinner, could 
no longer balance income with outgo, 
and we were rapidly going into debt. 
Then God came to our aid in ways that 
could only be from Himself. These 
instances of His provision have been a 
testimony to many, and it is with the 
thought that a testimony to His loving 
care may encourage others going through 
prolonged periods of trial that this is 
written. To me, it is abundant evidence 
that God keeps His promise. He means 
what He says in Malachi 3:10. Ever 
since I began earning, I have been a 
tither and have given offerings, too, 
whenever possible. There is always 
blessing as a result of giving to God 
what is His, and His special provision 
is reserved for those whose need is 
greatest. 

There was the matter of finding satis- 
factory nursing help through the past 
four years. We are so fortunate as to 
live in one of the more scenic parts of 
our state, and as a consequence, living 
expenses and wages paid for any kind 
of help are higher. Also nursing help 
is hard to get. Older women seem to 
be well provided for, and the few who 
do need to supplement their incomes find 
baby-sitting jobs plentiful, while nurs- 
ing is hard and tiring. 

But here the Lord provided in won- 


H«: often, in reading the annals 
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The Lord Will Provide 


How He works when we trust Him 


4 


A READER'S PERSONAL TESTIMONY 


Have you had the blessed experi- 
ence of having the Lord provide for 
a certain need just when it seemed 
that no help was available? If not, 
it may be, as this writer suggests, 
that rarely have you come to the end 
of your own resources. And God also 
has a way of graciously timing His 
exceeding abundances to offset some 
of our deepest trials and bitterest 
disappointments... Is He not. El 
Shaddai, the All-bountiful, who sup- 
plies all our need “according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus”? 
(Phil. 4:19.) 








derful ways in answer to prayer. I re- 
member one day when I was almost in 
desperation. The nurse I had was leav- 
ing on Monday. On Saturday, a friend 
and I were to spend the day looking 
for help. After an initial call, I did not 
consult the nurses’ registries because we 
did not require a registered nurse, and 
the salaries quoted were higher than we 
could afford. I followed the leads of 
friends, advertised in church bulletins, 
and investigated anyone who seemed to 
be a likely prospect. But it was the 
Lord who supplied. 

“Are. you sure you're well enough to 
go today?” my friend inquired, as we 
set out. Because of the lifting required 
of me as night nurse, I had been suffer- 
ing with pain in my back. Added to this, 
an attack of food poisoning had seized 
me during the night and was making 
me feel] as ill as I had ever been. 

“There’s only today to find someone. 
I'll have to go,” I answered, so we set 
out. 

The few “leads” I had proved unre- 
warding. It had been in my mind for 
some time to pay a visit to the American 
Soul Clinic in a suburb of Los Angeles. 
Their summer session of classes was just 
about to finish. I knew that people of 
all ages attended their school, and even 
if I did not find someone there who 
could fill my need, I would ask for 
prayer for God to supply material as- 
sistance and physical strength. 

Immediately upon arrival, I had to be 
shown a room where I could lie down, 
being too exhausted to go farther. Pres- 
ently my friend left to go to the after- 
noon meeting, and I dozed off. I awoke 
to find a sweet-looking white-haired 
woman sitting in a chair by my side, 
and began to tell her how I happened 
to be there, in what proved to be her 
room, shared with the one who had 
taken me there. 

She showed interest in my story and 
asked a number of questions. It de- 


veloped that she was looking for some- 
thing to do while waiting the Lord’s 
further leading. Right then and there 
we concluded the arrangements. She 
weuld come to me the following Monday. 

We stayed for the evening meeting, 
when prayer was made for my needs. 
At that time, the pain left my back and 
has never returned. The lady to whom 
I had spoken did not attend the meet- 
ing. No one responded to my request 
for a nurse. If I had not been taken 
to that particular room where I met her, 
I would have left without a nurse. But 
God had worked it out in every detail. 

The lovely Christian woman who has 
been with us for the past two years 
was also an answer to prayer. Once 
again I didn’t know where to turn. I 
finally said to my sister, “Will you see 
what you can do? I’ve no idea where 
to find someone.” 

She called her church and, from a 
year-old listing, got the name of a prac- 
tical nurse who was just leaving one 
place and looking for another. If you 
have ever had to look for nursing help, 
you know that such smooth co-ordina- 
tion is a real miracle! 

But it is in His financial provision 
that the Lord’s power has been most 
clearly demonstrated. How many, many 
instances of His care I could tell you 
about! Here are a few: 

One Sunday I set out for church by 
bus and did not realize until later that 
I did not have money enough to get 
back home. However, the Lord knew. 
After the service someone came to me 
and whispered, “The Lord seems to tell 
me that you have a need. I want you 
to have this,” and she pressed a bill 
into my hand. 


When Nothing Was Left for Food 


Money has come to us in the mail 
from unexpected sources. My need has 
only been made known in private prayer, 
but there has been a constant, miracu- 
lous provision. One month, missionaries 
sent me money, writing that they had 
been impressed that they should give 
it to us. Surely missionaries are not 
sending money back home unless God 
lays it on their hearts! 

At another time, after paying out- 
standing bills, there was almost nothing 
left for food. “Oh, Lord,” I prayed, 
“please supply again.” In a few days 
a check came in the mail. When that 
was gone—and illness increases all house- 
hold expenses—I wondered, “Well, what 
now?” and again. took it to the Lord. 
A handkerchief box had been given to 
me as a birthday present. As I was 
lifting the handkerchiefs one by one 
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into the new box, lo! among them was 
a twenty-dollar bill. How it came there, 
I'll never know, but I praised Him for 
supplying again. 

One of the city department stores had 
been sending me statements for several 
months for a bill I knew I had paid. 
What I failed to note was a “CR.” en- 
tered in red beside the amount. Even 
after writing them, the item still ap- 
peared on monthly statements. Finally 
I decided to make a trip and settle this 
in person. 


The girl at the teller’s window gave 


me a look which indicated that I wasn’t 
very bright. “That means you have a 
CREDIT of $35,” she patiently explained. 
“You don’t owe us that—we owe you!” 

Then I was really confused. “But how 
could that be? I couldn’t have paid 
that bill twice,” I objected. She went 
to consult the records, and then came 


back. “It’s on the books,” she said. “We 
owe you $35. You may take it out in 
merchandise.” The Lord must have 


known that Christmas was not far away. 

When summér comes, a short vacation 
of some sort seems imperative. After 
a year of working in the daytime and 
doing night duty as a nurse with very 
little time out for recreation, a change 
for even a brief period gives a new lease 
on life. The Lord always sees to it that 
I get at least a week’s vacation at the 
right time of year, although it appears 
a financial impossibility. 

One day early in July, a friend asked 
me to come over—she had good news. 
For several years we had spent part 
of our vacation with friends at Mt. Her- 
mon, a delightful Christian conference 
camp in the majestic redwoods of the 
Santa Cruz Mountains. I had “talked 
it up” to so many people that this year 
my friend was going with a party. I 
had not planned on being a member of 
the group, however. When I arrived, 
her eyes were twinkling as if she knew 
a secret. It seemed that several years 
before, she with her sister and a friend 
had taken an extensive automobile trip, 
at the conclusion of which she had in- 
sisted on paying her share of the expense 
against her sister’s protests. On that 
day, five years later, she had received 
the money in paper currency from her 
sister in a letter. Why it had been sent, 
she didn’t know. At any rate, my friend 
wanted me to use a part of it to go 
with them to Mt, Hermon. 

Wanting to be sure that this was the 
Lord’s doing, I told her that I would 
pray about it and give a decision later. 
That evening another friend from whom 
I hear only about once a year, called me 
on the telephone. She told me what a 
happy vacation trip they had just had 
—to San Francisco, Lake Tahoe, Reno, 
and home. Then she said, “You are 
going to Mt. Hermon, aren’t you? I’ve 
had such a marvelous time, and I’ve got 
a check here that I want you to use to 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


have an equally good time. I'll put it 
in the mail right away.” 

From these two signs, I took it that 
the Lord meant me to go. Need I add 
that He blessed us all the way 
with wonderful fellowship, with sunny 
weather, even in San Francisco which 
is notorious for its fogs at this time 
of year, not a bit of car trouble, in fact, 
all of us agreed that it was one of the 
happiest vacations we had ever had. 
The only mail. I received on the trip 
was a letter containing a check that I 
needed to bring me home without bor- 
rowing. 

This could go on and on—but just one 
more instance of His goodness. 

There was the week when I had not 
a cent in my purse and was faced with 
the necessity of getting back and forth 
to work every day. On Sunday evening 
I had put my last thirteen cents in the 
offering plate and had one bus token left 
—not even enough for a ride one way. 

On Monday morning I went to see 
about some possible transportation of 
which I had been told. This worked 
out very satisfactorily and took care of 
the morning problem. During the day 
I prayed that a teacher friend from a 
neighboring elementary school would 
stop by, as she often did. Sure enough, 
in she walked, commenting, “I planned 
to leave early tonight, but some of the 
teachers came in and wanted to talk, so 
here I am.” I smiled. She didn’t know 
she was there in answer to prayer. 

On Tuesday morning, one of the 
teachers came in and laid a quarter on 


Paul Was Here 
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In answer to my inquiring 
look, he said, “That’s the one I bor- 
rowed to give Paul last week.” Then 
I remembered that one of the students 
had been asking for the loan while I 
was there, but he lacked the change 
and finally turned to me. That was bus 
fare home that night. 

On Friday, I was going out with 
friends, and to dinner afterward. As the 
end of the week approached, I prayed 
and wondered. A young woman recently 
graduated from the Child Evangelism 
Institute was renting one of my bed- 
rooms, but I was determined not to ask 
her for her rent before it was due. 

At dinner on Thursday evening, dur- 
ing our conversation, she said, “Here it 
is the thirtieth, and I’ve been here a 
month. It’s rent time again.” I was 
so sure she was wrong that I would 
have argued the point, having forgotten 
what date she had come. But she re- 
membered—and so the Lord met the 
need again. 

“Isn’t that a rather precarious exist- 
ence?” someone may ask. No, because 
the past four years have taught me, as 
I had never had need to know before, 
that Jesus never fails. It is wonderful 
to be dependent on Him, to take from 
His hand, and to be aware of His abid- 
ing presence in a new way. 

This same loving care is available to 
every child of His who has urgent need, 
whose need is greater than his resources. 
When we come to the end of ourselves, 
there God is waiting to work miracles. 


my desk. 


Yet the light of the Gospel has gone out 


OMEHOW time seems to melt away 
as you stand on the high rim over- 


_looking the blue harbor of Pozzuoli. You 


are near Naples, about half way down 
the shin of Italy’s boot. And the city 
of Pozzuoli is the Puteoli of Acts 28, 
the port where Paul landed as an “am- 
bassador in bonds.” Paul wrote of his 
arrival, “We came the next day to 
Puteoli: where we found brethren, and 
were desired to tarry with them seven 
days: and so we went toward Rome” 
(Acts 28:13, 14). 

Your missionary host points to a mar- 
ble plaque set in an ancient wall, its 
inscription confirming the account of 
Acts 28. Translated it reads: 

Paul of Tarsus 
Apostle of the Gentiles 
Great Asserter of the Truth 
Landed on Puteolani beaches 
And spent seven days 
With brethren of the faith 

You learn that this was once a great 
port throbbing with maritime traffic 
from Egypt and all the known world. 


By CHARLOTTE E. ARNOLD 


For many years Puteoli was the nearest 
seaport to the hub of the Roman Empire, 
and goods were carried overland from 
here to Rome. Later, when a port was 
completed at the mouth of the Tiber 
River, Puteoli began to decline. But for 
three centuries this was queen of Medi- 
terranean ports and tremendously pros- 
perous. Relics and records testify to 
the grandeur of this ancient city. It 
must have gleamed on the shore as Paul’s 
ship drew near. 

A great mole, formed by fifteen gi- 
gantic piers, extended out from the shore 
—a masterpiece of Roman engineering. 
There was the Macellum, a huge city 
market, its portico supported by marble 
pillars. Doubtless the place rang with 
the babel of a polyglot crowd. A thou- 
sand smells—fish, grain, sweat, perfume 
—mingled in the market. 

In its heyday, Puteoli boasted public 
baths and thermal establishments. There 
were gigantic reservoirs, two great am- 
phitheaters, magnificent villas high on 
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Lesson for May 15 


its hillsides above the commercial quar- 
ters. This was the crossroads of com- 
merce and a center of wealth, culture, 
and cults. Exotic wares, philosophers, 
Roman dignitaries, made their way to 
Puetoli. And brethren of the faith 
greeted Paul when he arrived! Chris- 
tianity, too, had made its way to this 
place. 

But look at Pozzuoli, that same city, 
today! The splendor that met Paul's 
eyes has faded. The stone buildings 
are drab and dingy with age; the 
people are forlorn-looking. The children, 
dirty and half clad, swarm in the streets. 
The black silhouette of a priest billows 
past you. Whitewashed in sloppy strokes 
on a coffee-colored wall is the admoni- 
tion, “Vote Communist.” No _ under- 
ground Communism here; it saturates 
the city. 

Rising above the ancient houses you 
see the inevitable cathedral. But where 
are the brethren of the faith? Certainly 
the pure Gospel, carried here so early 
in the Christian Era, must have taken 
root. There must be spiritual descend- 
ants of those brethren of the faith who 
met Paul in Pozzuoli. But, no, there 
is not a remnant of them left. “Why?” 
you ask. 

Your host invites you to come on up 
to the vast amphitheater to find the 
answer to your question. In the days 
of Pozzuoli’s glory this was a magnifi- 
cent structure overlaid with marble. 
Much of the ‘grandeur is still evident 
in the great brick skeleton. Walking 
across the arena level, you peer with 
wonder down into the gaping vaults 
below. Around you are the tiers that 
were filled with forty thousand spec- 
tators in centuries past. You stand there 
in the warm Italian sunshine, picturing 
the throngs that filled the great amphi- 
theater—the same clear, blue sky arched 
above them, the same warm sun shining 
down on them. You go down one of 
the ramps and into the semidarkness 
of the subterranean passages. Your host 
explains that wild animals were kept 
in these cells and raised in cages by 
means of counterweights through a 
trapdoor and out into the arena. There 
the animals pounced out to devour their 
prey—Christians condemned to die for 
their faith in Christ. Thousands of 
Christians were thrown to the wild 
beasts here. Coming from this place, 
fragrant with the history of martyrs, 
you gain a fresh gratitude for the faith 
of our fathers and for the free course of 
the Gospel in our own land. 

But what religious force has been 
dominant in Pozzuoli through the cen- 
turies? Look again at the cathedral. 
It symbolizes a perverted Christianity, 
a religion that has gripped these people 
for generations. There are those who 
still utter vain repetitions and kneel be- 
fore images. But many, deluded for 
centuries by the traditions and false- 
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hoods of that religion, have turned with 
hope to another delusion—Communism. 
Your heart aches for them. It aches for 
all Italy with its teeming millions for 
the plight of the whole nation is epito- 
mized in Pozzuoli. The light of the 
Gospel has gone out. Paul went from 
this city up to Rome and again brethren 
met him. You drive through the great 
archway through which, in all prob- 
ability, Paul passed on his way north 
to Rome. The Apostle Paul wrote to 
the Church in Rome but today it is ex- 
tinct. The city reeks with religion but 
lacks a true knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Paul was here 
in Italy; brethren of the faith were here 
but their testimony has vanished. 

As you drive out of Pozzuoli with your 
missionary friends, you are filled with 
a new sense of the magnitude of their 
task. Catholicism has dominated Italy; 
Communism bids for the nation. And 
you know that unless God’s children 
pray, Italy is theirs. A handful of evan- 
gelicals bid for Italy. Millions stand at 
the crossroad in history. Your prayers, 
your obedience to the great commis- 
sion may determine which way they go. 


WInsToNn-SALEM, N. C. 
we 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 
in Alaska’s Capital 


HE Christian Fellowship Tour is 

scheduled to leave Chicago, Tuesday 
morning, July 5, returning to Chicago, 
Friday morning, July 29. Between those 
dates, the party will spend a complete 
day in Salt Lake City, making a sight- 
seeing tour of this unique city, with a 
visit to the Great Salt Lake. Three days 
will be spent in Bryce Canyon and Zion 
National Park, regarded by many as 
the most spectacular of the country’s 
national parks. Portland, Oreg., will be 
visited, and a sight-seeing trip will be 
taken along the great Columbia River 
Highway, with stops at Bonneville Dam 
and Multnomah Falls, which drops 620 
feet in majestic splendor. The cities of 
Seattle, Wash., and Vancouver and Vic- 
toria, B. C., will be visited, and an over- 
night stop will be made at Mt. Rainier, 
with plenty of daylight. 

Once again the tour will include a 
nine-and-one-half day cruise through 
the inland waters of British Columbia 
and Alaska, amid scenes of indescrib- 
able beauty. As an interlude to this 
cruise, right in the midst of it, a 67-mile 
train ride will be taken, amid great 
snow-capped mountains, along the lakes 
of beauty from Skagway, Alaska, to Car- 
cross in Yukon Territory, highlighted 
by a surprise overnight steamer trip 
through lakes Tagish and Taku Arm. 


Along the Inland Waterway, the 


steamer will stop at the interesting ports 
of Prince Rupert, Ocean Falls, Ketchi- 
kan, Sitka, and Alaska’s capital, Juneau, 
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which is about one thousand miles north 
of Seattle. 


Juneau is the seat of Territorial gov- 
ernment and is also the headquarters of 
most of the Federal activities in Alaska, 
with daily air service to the States and 
other important Alaskan towns, Juneau 
has a romantic historic background. 
Russian emperors, in quest of priceless 
furs, early established a thriving colony 
on the site now known as Juneau, The 
area was part of that explored by the 
English navigator, Vancouver, in 1794. 
Mining operations began there with the 
discovery of placer gold, but it was not 
until 1880 that the town of Juneau really 
came into being. In that year two pros- 
pectors, Richard Harris and Joe Juneau, 
returning to Sitka (then Alaska’s capi- 
tal) from a trip to Chilkoot Bay, stop- 
ped at a large stream. They “washed 
out” so much gold that the name Gold 
Creek was readily applied. Higher up 
the stream, they discovered some rich 
gold quartz. It wasn’t long before peo- 
ple from Sitka and vicinity -crowded 
the new diggings, and the town sprung 
up. 

In this hilly, fascinating city there 
are many curio and souvenir shops, and 
the party will have ample time for shop- 
ping. A visit is planned to the foot of 
the great and magnificent Mendenhall 
Glacier, about twelve miles from Juneau. 
This glacier is described as being of 
the piedmont type, a large, nearly stag- 
nant ice sheet. It is quite a sight, and 
the party will be there in time for pic- 
ture taking. On the way to and from 
the glacier, salmon will be seen fighting 
their way up the streams to spawn and 
to die. 

Here is a great vacation planned for 
TIMEs readers and their friends. Write 
to Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, for an illus- 
trated booklet with all details and costs. 
Mr. Jaeger will accompany the tour 
throughout, 

w 


Calendar “Reform” 
(Continued from second page) 


the succession of the days of the week 
has not been interrupted since it was 
established by God at the time of Crea- 
tion. The Christian church has from 
Apostolic times observed the first day 
of the week (Sunday) in commemora- 
tion of the Lord’s resurrection, and has 
used this day for gathering together for 
worship and, in many instances, to ob- 
serve the Lord’s Supper. While many 
earnest Christians and Bible students do 
not feel that, in this age of grace, it is 
essential to observe any particular day 
(Gal. 4:10; Col. 2:16), nevertheless it 
must be recognized that custom has cre- 
ated a strong feeling in the hearts of 
most Christians against any interference 


(Continued on page 353) 
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LESSON 7. MAY 15. UZZIAH’S STRENGTH AND FAILURE 


2 Chronicles 25 and 26; printed text, 2 Chronicles 26:3-5, 16-21 
Golden Text.—The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.—Hab. 2:20 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 26:3 Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began 
to reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name also was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 

4 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lorp, 
according to all that his father Amaziah did. 

5 And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had 
understanding in the visions of God: and as long as he sought 
the Lorp, God made him to prosper. 

16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his 
destruction: for he transgressed against the Lorp his God, 
and went into the temple of the Lorp to burn incense upon 
the altar of incense. 

17 And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him 
fourscore priests of the Lorp, that were valiant men: 

18 And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, 
It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto 


the Lorp, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are con- 
secrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou 
hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honour from 
the Lorp God. 

19 Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand 
to burn incensé: and while he was wroth with the priests, 
the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before the priests 
in the house of the Lorp, from beside the incense altar. 

20 And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked 
upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and 
they thrust him out from thence; yea, himself hasted also to 
go out, because the Lorp had smitten him. 

21 And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his 
death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he 
was cut off from the house of the Lorp: and Jotham his son 
was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

ISTANCE casts a mist of unreality 
D over people and things. Despite 

our insistence on the historicity 
and authenticity of the Bible narra- 
tives, we find it difficult to penetrate 
that almost mythical sense and look upon 
these ancient kings and priests as real 
people. I venture to think that the Prod- 
igal Son of our Lord’s parable is more 
real and tangible to most of us than 
Uzziah, who really lived. 

If only we can approach these men as 
real human characters, the lessons of 
their lives for us will be more force- 
ful, as coming not from some fictitious 
situation but from actual experiences 
which have their parallel in our own 
lives. 

Here is a youth of sixteen coming to 
the throne, and inheriting a veritable 
maze of difficulties. Religious confusion 
reigned, for his father had mingled the 
worship of the heathen Edomites with 
the worship of the Lord. The political 
situation was as bad. The evil alliance 
with Israel which Jehoshaphat had es- 
tablished had been broken, but it had 
given place to actual enmity and war- 
fare, in which Judah had suffered seri- 
ous reverses. This had given boldness 
to two ancient enemies, the Philistines 
within his borders, and the Arabians 
on the borders. The defenses were in a 
weakened condition, and the military 
situation was altogether unsatisfactory. 
On the economic side there was much 
to be desired, for there had been a lack 
of development, 


This for a sixteen-year-old boy was a 
heavy burden, but young Uzziah shoul- 
dered it with a will and gave such lead- 
ership to the nation that it quickly ad- 
vanced in might and prosperity to a 
leading place among the nations. The 
secret? He sought the Lord, and “God 
made him to prosper” (2 Chron. 26:5). 

We might well wish that that were 
the whole story, but we shall see that, 
while he was equal to great national 
emergencies, he was not a big enough 
man to stand prosperity. So our lesson 
is not how tribulation finds men out, 
but how prosperity finds men out, 


Verse by Verse 

2 Chron. 26:3.—“Sixteen years old was 
Uzziah ... and he reigned fifty and two 
years...” An early age to ascend a 
throne, and a long reign. Since Uzziah’s 
father, Amaziah, had departed from the 
Lord in his later years, one wonders if 
it were not his mother’s piety that held 
the youth steadfast. 

Verse 4—“And he did . . . according 
to all that his father Amaziah did.” The 
phrase “according to all that his father 
Amaziah did” refers to the earlier part of 
the previous king’s reign, when he was 
willing to obey God (25:1-10). 

Verse 5.—“And he sought God in the 
days of Zechariah . . . God made him 
to prosper. Zechariah seems to have been 
an instructor in the ways of the Lord. 
The king therefore sought him out to 
receive instruction. Uzziah experienced 
the truth of Matthew 6:33 long before 
our Lord uttered the words. 

Verses 6-15.—These verses tell of 
Uzziah’s many operations: military ex- 
peditions, building projects, land devel- 


opments, and the reorganization of the 
standing army. He was one of Judah’s 
strongest and best kings, but he tar- 
nished his greatness toward the end. 


Verse 16.—“But when he was strong, 
his heart was lifted up to his destruc- 
tion . . . went into the temple of the 
Lord to burn incense upon the altar of 
incense.” Compare the phrase, “his 
heart was lifted up,” with the same 
phrase in 17:6. Unfortunately the words 
“in the ways of the Lord” are not added 
here. He had reached a dizzy height. 
Now he was tottering for the fall. In 
his pride he intruded into the priest’s 
office, as Saul had done (1 Sam. 13:9), 
only in a different way. 


Verse 17.—“And Azariah , . . went in 

. - and with him fourscore priests . 
valiant men.” It took courage to chal- 
lenge so great a king as Uzziah. I do 
not wonder that Azariah sought the re- 
inforcement of eighty priests. 


Verse 18.—“‘And they withstood Uzziah 
... go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast 
trespassed .. .” God Himself had estab- 
lished the order of the priesthood, and 
no others were permitted to enter the 
holy place where the incense was offered 
at the golden altar. So the king has 
trespassed, has gone beyond the bounds 
set for him, and the honor that he seized 
turned to dishonor. (See 1 Sam. 2:30.) 


Verse 19—“Then Uzziah was wroth, 
and ... the leprosy even rose up in his 
forehead .. .” The proud, headstrong 
king would not accept rebuke. His an- 
ger broke out in an ugly, fiery spot of 
leprosy in the forehead—the outward 
evidence of his sinful state, as well as 
God’s judgment. The words “rose up” 
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are the same as refer to the rising of 
the sun. 


Verse 20.—‘And Azariah ., . looked 
. and, behold, he was leprous ... 
and they thrust him out . . . because 
the Lord had smitten him.” It was one 
of the priestly duties to diagnose leprosy 
(Lev. 13:1-3) and to order the leper 
segregated. The smitten king no longer 
resisted, but hastened out. 


Verse 21.—“And Uzziah ... dwelt ina 
several house ...” The rest of his 
years were spent in a special house, 
lacking his former splendor, and barred 
even from the outer courts of the Lord’s 
house, while his son Jotham acted as 
regent. A sad ending for a great king. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


There are different ways of having 
the heart “lifted up.” We read of Je- 
hoshaphat that “his heart was lifted up 
in the ways of the Lord” (2 Chron. 17:6). 
That means that he was encouraged, 
that he had a holy zeal, in pursuing 
those things which were pleasing to 
God. Jeremiah says, “Let us lift up our 
heart with our hands unto God in the 
heavens” (Lam. 3:41). Here the mean- 
ing is to put our heart into our prayers, 
and not just offer formal expressions 
to God. Now in our lesson we are told 
that Uzziah’s “heart was lifted up” (v. 
16). How different from the other two! 
This was a lifting up in pride, in haught- 
iness, in willfulness. But see how it 
came to pass, 

As a young man Uzziah gave promise 
of being humble and teachable. Instead 
of following his father Amaziah’s latter 
ways of sin, he chose his earlier ways 
of following the Lord, submitting to the 
instructions of a noted teacher and man 
of God, Zechariah by name (not to be 
confused with the writer of the prophetic 
book of that name). 

Guided by godly principles, Uzziah 
proved to be one of the best and most 
successful of Judah’s kings. On the mili- 
tary side he was a skillful commander, 
and under his leadership oppressive en- 
emies within or on the borders of his 
land were reduced to impotency. The 
defenses of the land, too, were greatly 
strengthened, both the outposts and the 
all-important fortresses about the capital 
city. He developed the industries of the 
country, too, especially stock raising and 
agriculture. He reorganized the stand- 
ing army until it was a model of effi- 
ciency and readiness. In all this the 
Lord helped him, and he was strong 
(26: 10-15). 

Then he forgot that it was only with 
the help of the Lord’ he had effected 
these great advances. He began to think 
of his success, his prowess, his power, 
and “his heart was lifted up” in pride. 
He became too big for his own place, 
and resented that there were some priv- 
ileges and honors withheld from him. He 
saw the priests going in daily to the 
Holy Place, and coveted that honor for 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8.—Joash Repairs the 
..2 Chronicles 21 to 24 
Next Week's Lesson 
8. (6) May 22.—Hezekiah Attempts 


Reconciliation. 
2 Chronicles 27 to 30; Micah 6 and 7 


6. (4) May 
Temple 








himself. Why should he, the great King 
Uzziah, need a priest to go into the pres- 
ence of God to offer incense on his 
behalf? Was he not a great enough 
personage to go in on his own account? 

So he entered the Holy Place a proud 
monarch, and he came out a leper. 
“Every one that exalteth himself shall 
be abased; and he that humbleth him- 
self shall be exalted” (Luke 18:14), Our 
blessed Lord is the supreme example 
of the latter (Phil. 2:5-11). Let us not 
be examples of the former. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The promise of Uzziah’s youth (2 
Chron. 26: 1-5) 

2. The accomplishment of Uzziah’s man- 
hood (vs. 6-15) 

3. The tragedy of Uzziah’s old age (vs. 
16-23) 


Topics for Development 

Keep to Your Own Job. God is a God 
of order, and has shown that the prin- 
ciple of division of labor is a sound one. 
In ordering Israel, He set aside the tribe 
of Levi to minister in the holy things, 
and the sons of Aaron to do the work 
of the priesthood. The Levites were 
not to intrude in the special tasks of 
the priesthood, nor infringe on each 
other’s province. But the rights of the 
priests were particularly inviolate, and 
when the institution of the monarchy 
was introduced, the kings had no share 
in the priestly functions. Indeed they 
were as dependent on the ministry of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Y WHAT other name is Uzziah 
called? 

2. What kind of example did Uzziah’s 
father set him? 

3. Who influenced Uzziah's early years? 

4. How did Uzziah strengthen the mili- 
tary situation in Judah? 

5. What industries did Uzziah promote? 

6. Who was high priest in the days of 
Uzziah? 

7. What effect did prosperity have on 
Uzziah? 

8. What examples do we have before 
Uzziah of the peril of intruding where 
we have no right? 

9. Where did Uzziah live out his last 
years? 

10. Who saw a wonderful vision of God 
in the year of Uzziah’s death? 


( Answers on page 351) 
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the priest as was the humblest peasant. 

When Korah coveted the priest's office, 
he brought himself and his company to 
destruction (Num. 16:1-35). When Saul 
impetuously offered the sacrifice instead 
of waiting for Samuel, he forfeited his 
kingdom (1 Sam. 13:8-14). And when 
Uzziah, in the pride of his heart, thrust 
his way into the Holy Place to offer 
incense, he was smitten with leprosy. 

Let us accept our place in the service of 
the Gospel as from the Lord, the Head of 
the Church, and not covet another man’s 
place, another man’s gifts, another man’s 
ministry. 

Times To Watch. We think of youth as 
a time of danger, and indeed that period 
of life has peculiar perils. Happy is the 
youth who has wise counselors and who 
is willing to follow wise counsels (2 
Chron. 26:5). We think, too, of days 
of loss and affliction as dangerous to 
spiritual welfare, and doubtless there is 
danger of becoming rebellious and com- 
plaining and discouraged when things all 
seem to go wrong. Yet affliction has 
frequently the effect of turning us more 
to God. 

A greater threat to godliness than af- 
fliction is prosperity. That is the time 
we need to be on guard, for success 
makes for self-sufficiency and forgetful- 
ness of God. It was when Uzziah was 
strong that he showed himself weak, 
and fell before pride. Over against 
that we have the Apostle Paul’s word, 


‘“When I am weak, then am I strong” 


(2 Cor. 12:10). 

The stories of Solomon, Asa, Jehosha- 
phat, Joash, Amaziah, and Uzziah should 
teach us that advancing years are just 
as dangerous for the soul as youth. In 
these men the promise of their youth 
was not fulfilled. I remember a very 
dear saint, Mr. Norman Camp, saying to 
some of us when the years were creep- 
ing upon him: “I have long prayed that 
God would keep me from being not 
only a wicked old man, but a foolish 
old man.” With him, as with others 
who have walked with God, the hoary 
head was a crown of glory, and not a 
faded wreath, as in the case of those 
who have departed from the Lord in 
their latter years. 


Practical Applications 

Father, watch your step; your son is 
following (2 Chron. 26:4). 

Does your faith depend on a Jehoiada 
(24:2) or a Zechariah (26:5)? Get it fixed 
on the Lord Jesus, and it will not col- 
lapse when the human support is gone. 

Let your heart be lifted up to God, and 
it will not be lifted up to your destruc- 
tion (26:16). 

“Pride goeth before destruction, and 
an haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 
16: 18). 

Even Christ waited for the appoint- 
ment of the Father (Heb. 5:5). Let us, 
therefore, not presume. The place of 
His appointing will be big enough for us, 
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Golden Text 

Hab. 2:20.—‘The Lord is in his holy 
temple: let all the earth keep silence 
before him.” The thought transcends 
the Temple in Jerusalem, and contem- 
plates God as seated in the heavens, the 
ruler of all. Therefore men are to be 
silent in His presence. This is the silence 
of submission and of waiting for His 
righteous judgment. 

ELMuursrT, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 
“O Jesus Christ, Grow Thou in Me” 
“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast given us life and 
all our powers, we acknowledge our 
debt to Thee for Thy good gifts and con- 
fess that without Thee we are nothing. 
Forgive the foolish pride that makes us 
think ourselves to be something when 
we are nothing good apart from Thee. 
Use Thy Word today to guard us from 
being lifted up with vanity and pride. 
Forgive all that mars our lives. Create 
in us a clean heart and renew a right 
spirit within us. Fill us with love to 
Thee and cause us to seek the welfare 
of others, loving our neighbor as our- 
selves. . Relieve the sufferings of the 
needy, the sick, and all who are in trou- 
ble, turning their hearts to Thee and 
their trials to their good. Increase godly 
and upright living in this land and 
spread the Gospel in great power to all 
people. Break the reign of sin in human 
life and bring in the promised Kingdom 
of Thy Son, for His sake who died for 
us. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Much success ruined 
Uzziah as it has others and as it could 
ruin you and me. Uzziah’s reign was 
marked by great achievements and grow- 
ing power. “He was marvelously helped,” 
the lesson says, “till he was strong.” 
His success came from God, but he failed 
to remember that and grew proudly 
self-willed. Not content with his powers 
and privileges as king, he reached for 
the honors and powers God had given 
to His priests alone. Intruding into the 
sacred work of the Temple priests, he 
was smitten with leprosy and had to live 
in isolation the rest of his life and let 
his son rule for him. His intrusion into 
the priestly office brought his exclusion 
from the kingly office, all because “when 
he was strong, his heart was lifted up 
to his destruction.” 

That is always the peril of much success, 
It puts us in slippery places where we 
easily fall. If God has given you talents 
and success don’t let it go to your head. 
Let it send you to your knees in thanks 
for what He has done for you and in 
earnest prayer for a humble spirit. Our 
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life, strength, and abilities come from 
God. Why pride ourselves on our 
achievements or anything else, when all 
goes back to the God who has made us, 
gifted, helped, and prospered us? The 
glory is not ours but His. Be sure to 


ReroRE THE PRIDE 
EFORE FALL 

give it to Him. There is a prayer hymn 
that says, “That I am nothing, Thou art 
all, I would be daily taught.” This 
should be our prayer. Its answer may 
involve us in trying experiences to keep 
us humble, as it did for Paul with his 
painful “thorn in the flesh.” But far 
better to be a Paul with a trying handi- 
cap keeping us humble than an Uzziah 
cast aside because of pride, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Sixteen years old was Uzziah when 
he began to reign .. .” (2 Chron. 26:3). 
—Uzziah was a godly teen-ager! What 
a heart-warming sight it is to see teen- 
agers saved and devoted to the Lord! 
The world cannot understand the youth 
who joyfully gives the “best years” of 
his—or her—life to the Lord and His 
cause. 

We thank God for all efforts to reach 
the youth of the world for Christ. All 
workers in such movements should have 
our fervent prayers and wholehearted 
support. 

“The days of thy youth” is the best 
time in which to remember the Creator 
(Eccles. 12:1). Happy the person who 
can say with the psalmist: “For thou art 
my hope, O Lord God: thou art my trust 
from my youth.” And again, “O God, 
thou hast taught me from my youth: 
and hitherto have I declared thy won- 
drous works” (Psa. 71:5, 17). 

Surely, all godly parents utter a hearty 
“Amen” to David’s prayer: “That our 
sons may be as plants grown up in their 
youth; and that our daughters may be 
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Lesson for May 15 


as corner stones, polished after the 
similitude of a palace” (Psa. 144:12). 

The Apostle Paul wrote to godly young 
Timothy saying, “Let no man despise 
thy youth; but be thou an example of 
the believers, in word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” 
(1 Tim. 4:12). 

The very. day on which I am writing 
this, the newspapers are describing the 
murder of a reputed professional burglar 
linked with a notorious burglary gang in 
Chicago. He was cut down early on a 
Sunday morning by masked gunmen 
with eight slugs, in front of a north- 
west side tavern. He was thirty-six 
years old. 

He, with others, had been shooed out 
of the tavern at 3 a.m. and was outside, 
chatting with a friend, when a sedan 
drove up, a voice cried, “Don’t move,” 
and the gunmen jumped out, and started 
shooting. 

When the police arrived on the scene, 
they found the victim’s body curled 
around the corner of the building. He had 
been shot eight times in the head, neck, 
arms, and right side. Near the curb 
were eight spent shells, evidence that 
every bullet found its mark. 

The sentence which impressed me most 
in the report was, “He had been in and 
out of trouble with the police since he 
was sixteen years of age.” That was the 
same age as Uzziah, when he began to 
reign! What a difference the knowledge 
of the Lord makes in a life! 

“And he did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord .. .” (2 Chron. 
26:4).—The trouble with many is, they 
have their own standard; and they im- 
agine if they do that which is right in 
their own eyes, they are all right. They 
ignore the fact that the Lord has a stand- 
ard, and all are responsible to do that 
which is right in the sight of the Lord. 

Each king in Israel, upon accession to 
the throne, was charged with the duty 
of writing a copy of God’s Law. And he 
was to read therein all the days of his 
life, “that he may learn to fear the Lord 
his God, to keep all the words of this 
law and these statutes, to do them: that 
his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren, and that he turn not aside 
from the commandment... to the end 
that he may prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he, and his children, in the 
midst of Israe]’’ (Deut. 17: 18-20). 

During the persecution of the Non- 
conformists, in the reign of James II, 
a young man who feared that all Bibles 
were to be collected and destroyed, sat 
up many nights and made a copy in 
manuscript of the entire Scriptures. An- 
other person did the same thing in short- 
hand. They hoped that when they were 
called upon to give up their printed 
Bibles, they could retain their written 
copies, 

We are not called upon to make writ- 
ten copies of the Holy Scriptures, but 
Suppose we were called upon to deliver 
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up our printed copies. Does the will of 
God for our lives as revealed in the 
Bible mean enough to us to make us 
willing to write a copy of it? 

Where but in the Bible shall we find 
that which will enable us to do what is 
right in the sight of the Lord? How 
much reading and practicing of it are 
we doing? 

“, .. when he was strong, his heart 
was lifted up to his destruction .. .” 
(2 Chron, 26:16).—Uzziah failed to con- 
tinue reading the Word of God. The 
reading and doing of the will of God 
would have prevented the lifting up of 
his heart above his brethren—to say 
nothing of preserving him from intrud- 
ing into the priest’s office (Num. 16:40). 
The king was smitten with the plague 
of leprosy. 

“It was a fearful stroke from God. 
Death was the actual penalty enjoined 
by the Law for his crime (Num. 18:7), 
and leprosy was really that—a living 
death, prolonged and intensified. ‘Let 
her not be as one dead, of whom the 
flesh is half consumed,’ was said of 
Miriam, who was smitten with a like 
judgment, and for a similar offense. God 
is holy and must vindicate His Word 
against every transgressor. He is no 
respecter of persons, and brings to light, 
sooner or later, every man’s work and 
purpose of heart—not excepting His best 
servants. 1 Tim. 5:24, 25” (C. Knapp). 

Spiritual pride is the great hindrance 
to usefulness and fruitfulness. It is a 
noxious weed that grows in every heart 
—and at all elevations—as well in the 
humblest as in the highest stations of life. 

It is related that Goethe and Beethoven 
walked out together in the Carlsbad 
Valley to talk at ease. Everywhere, as 
they walked, passers-by saluted them, 
pointed them out, and bowed with os- 
tentatious deference. “Isn't it madden- 
ing?” exclaimed Goethe. “I simply can’t 
escape this homage.” “Don’t be too much 
distressed by it,” said Beethoven; “it is 
just possible that some of it may be for 
me!” 

Wawona, CALIF, 

4 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY fellows, here we have another 
king of Judah who skidded, and he 
skidded from a high level all the way 
to the bottom in a tragic ending. And 
the sad ending is all the sadder because 
he had been a good ruler. His father, 
whom he had succeeded, had conducted 
a disastrous, losing war with Israel; the 
enemy had sacked Jerusalem, broken 
down the city walls, had taken all the 
gold and silver vessels from the Temple 
and the treasures from the palace, and 
carried away many captives. 
Judah was a wreck when Uzziah, this 
sixteen-year-old boy, came to the throne. 
But his heart was right toward God, and 
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he was advised by a godly man named 
Zechariah, whom the young king re- 
spected. The record states that “as long 
as he sought the Lord, God made him to 
prosper” (2 Chron. 26:5). 

He went to war with the Philistines 
and whipped them because “God helped 
him against the Philistines, and against 
the Arabians . . . and the Ammonites 
gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name 
spread abroad even to the entering in 
of Egypt; for he strengthened himself 
exceedingly. Moreover Uzziah built 
towers in Jerusalem ... and fortified 
them. Also he built towers in the desert, 
and digged many wells: for he had much 
cattle, both in the low country, and in the 
plains: husbandmen also, and vine 
dressers in the mountains, and in Car- 
mel: for he loved husbandry. Moreover 
Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that 
went out to war by bands” (vs. 7-11). 
He had 2,600 officers, “and under their 
hand was an army [of 307,500 men]... 
that made war with mighty power, to 
help the king against the enemy. ... 
And his name spread far abroad; for 
he was marvellously helped, till he was 
strong” (vs. 13, 15). 

And now here comes the “but” in the 
story. There are many sad “but’s” in the 
Bible, and they always mark the turn 
of the tide. “But when he was strong, 
his heart was lifted up to his destruc- 
tion: for he transgressed against the 
Lord his God, and went into the temple 
of the Lord to burn incense upon the 
altar of incense” (v. 16). Azariah the 
priest and eighty other priests followed 
him in there and strongly protested. It 
was not lawful for Uzziah to minister at 
the altar, even if he was a king; but 
he had become so arrogant and self- 
sufficient that, instead of desisting, he 
turned upon the priests in great anger, 
refusing to surrender the censer which 
he held in his hand. 

Then a very strange thing happened. 
It must have been a terrific thing to 
see. Uzziah’s skin began to turn white, 
even to his forehead, the sure symptom 
of leprosy, and in the twinkling of an 
eye he became a hopeless leper. The 
priests seized hold of him to thrust him 
out of the Temple, “yea, himself hasted 
also to go out, because the Lord had 
smitten him” (v. 20). He was a leper 
to the day of his death. They isolated 
him in a house all by himslf, and there 
he remained until he died. 

What an ending for a king’s life! 

It just shows, fellows, what folly it is 
to forsake God. It also shows that 
worldly success is dangerous ground, un- 
less one keeps humble and never for- 
gets to give God the glory. “Thou shalt 
remember the Lord thy God: for it is 
he that giveth thee power to get wealth 
...” (Deut. 8:18). There is a human 
proverb which says, “Ability will enable 
a man to get to the top, but it takes 
character to keep him there.” And it is 
the kind of character that recognizes 
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and acknowledges with thanksgiving 
God’s hand in it all. 

So endeth the life lesson of another 
king of Judah. Next week, the story 


of a much better king. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


rm 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week we studied about three 

men whose names started with J. 
Who were they? (Jehoram, Jehoiada, 
and Joash.) Correct. Let us have one 
sentence about each. (Jehoram was the 
son of Jehoshaphat, but he married 
Ahab’s daughter and did evil. Jehoiada 
got little Joash crowned king and helped 
him to follow the Lord. Joash was made 
king of Judah when he was only seven 
years old, and he used a chest for a 
collection box for the Temple.) Fine. I 
wish the story of King Joash ended with 
his financing God’s work in God’s way. 
Instead, we read that after the death 
of Jehoiada he stopped following the 
Lord. To please the princes of Judah 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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he allowed idolatry to come back into 
the country. Then when Jehoiada’s son 
Zechariah rebuked him and the princes 
for this sin, he agreed to having him 
stoned to death. 

Read 2 Chronicles 24:23, 24 to see how 
God punished these wicked princes: 
They were destroyed that very same year 
by the Syrians! This defeat of Judah 
was a punishment to King Joash also, 
but it wasn’t all of his punishment. He 
owed his life and his crown to Jehoiada 
and his wife. They were his uncle and 
aunt, and Zechariah was their son as 
well as his cousin and foster brother, 
yet he had given the command for him 
to be stoned to death for giving the 
Lord’s message! For this act of gross 
injustice and ingratitude, King Joash 
suffered severely from disease all the 
rest of his life and was finally killed 
in his bed by two of his servants. What 
a sad end to the life of this first boy-king 
of Judah! But sin always brings suffer- 
ing sooner or later. 

After the death of King Joash, his 
son Amaziah reigned for twenty-nine 
years. Read 2 Chronicles 25:1, 2 to see 
what God says about his reign. Girls, 
this is another proof that the Bible is the 
Word of God. So often there is a refer- 
ence to the heart. If you or I were writ- 
ing the biography of someone, we might 
say that he did right or wrong, but we 
could not add that it-was or was not with 
a perfect heart. We couldn’t tell that, 
but God knows. He looks right into 
hearts, and records what he sees. 

During Amaziah’s reign God .gave 
Judah a great victory over Edom. But 
after that Amaziah started worshiping 
the idols of Edom. For this sin God 
allowed the northern kingdom to invade 
Judah, breaking down the walls of Jeru- 
salem and robbing the Temple and the 
King’s palace before going home. His 
own people chased Amaziah out of Jeru- 
salem and killed him. 

Then his sixteen-year-old son Uzziah 
was crowned. Read 2 Chronicles 26: 1-5. 
What a long reign Uzziah had—fifty-two 
years! During those years Judah had 
more prosperity than it had enjoyed 
since the northern kingdom broke away 
from it. Verse 5 reminds us sadly of 
his grandfather, King Joash, for Uzziah 
also sought the Lord as long as he was 
under the influence of a godly priest. 
Suppose you girls underline in your 
Bibles the last part of verse 5, “As long 
as he sought the Lord, God made him 
to prosper.” It pays well to seek the 
Lord and to put Him first always. 

Now let us read 2 Chronicles 26:6-15, 
and as we do, let us make a list of all 
the things Uzziah accomplished. (1) He 
conquered the Philistines and built cities 
of Judah in their land. (2) He con- 
quered the Arabians and others so that 
even the powerful Ammonites brought 
gifts to him. (3) He became so strong 
and famous that even the Egyptians 
heard of his greatness. (4) He built and 
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fortified towers along the walls of Jeru- 
salem. (5) He built towers for defense 
in the desert and dug many wells. (6) 
He had much cattle distributed over the 
land and many vineyards ‘under culti- 
vation in the mountains. (7) He got a 
host of fighting men well trained and 
well armed. (8) He had inventors de- 
sign machine guns to put on the wall 
towers of Jerusalem that could shoot 
both arrows and stones. 

By his ability and labor King Uzziah 
raised the kingdom of Judah to a posi- 
tion of power and influence among the 
nations. He enlarged his borders and 
increased the wealth and prosperity of 
his kingdom. He won a great name for 
himself by defeating the surrounding 
countries, but he forgot one very im- 
portant thing. 

Reread the last part of verse 15. 
Uzziah forgot that he had been marvel- 
ously helped by God. If he had only 
realized that all of his success and pros- 
perity were owing to the Lord, and had 
been humble before Him, we would re- 
member him as one of the greatest kings 
of Judah. But instead he got proud and 
wanted to be head of the church as well 
as of the state. Sadly enough, he is 
remembered more for his great sin than 
for his great accomplishments. 

Read verses 16-18. King Uzziah knew 
that God had said only the sons of Aaron 
should offer incense. Judah still out- 
wardly obeyed the Lord and had the 
Law of Moses read aloud every Sabbath 
Day. The books of Samuel were also 
written long before this so he should 
have known that the first king of Israel 
lost his kingdom after intruding into the 
priest’s office. But in spite of these 
things he dared to go into the Temple 
to do this sacrilege! The high priest and 
eighty other men of God followed him 
into the Temple and tried to persuade 
him not to do this. If only King Uzziah 
had listened to their warning, the end 
of his life might not have been so sad, 
but the king got angry and started to go 
ahead. Then God stopped him, 

Read verses 19-21. Poor Uzziah! In 
one moment he changed from a great, 
powerful king into a wretched leper who 
had to be isolated for the rest of his 
life. And the reason for this terrible 
downfall was that he misbehaved in the 
house of the Lord! He did something 
there that he had no right to do. I won- 
der if we realize that wrong behavior 
in the house of God is a serious sin. The 
remainder of King Uzziah’s life on earth 
was wrecked because of this one time he 
disobeyed God in His Temple. 

Turn to Psalm 89:7. God commands 
reverence in His presence. Whispering, 
giggling, and other irreverent acts are 
serious sins, in direct disobedience to 
His command. We should come to the 
house of the Lord in humility to seek 
His presence. If we do this we will 
always receive a blessing here. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Why a King Failed (2 Chron. 26:3-5, 9, 10) 


ZZIAH was made king when he was 

sixteen. I suppose he had often 
heard the story of his grandfather Joash 
who became king when he was only 
seven. That little prince had not lived 
in a palace his first six years, but— 
where? (Review briefly the good and 
bad of his life.) Uzziah’s own father 
had started out well, too, doing what 
the Lord wanted. But after a success- 
ful battle, he brought back the enemy’s 
gods and worshiped them. He would 
not listen to a prophet who warned him. 
After that, he was taken prisoner in 
war, the walls of Jerusalem were broken 
down, and the gold and silver in the 
Temple and palace carried off. Later 
he was murdered by his own men. Then 
the people made Uzziah, the sixteen- 
year-old, king. 

Uzziah had a good helper, one of the 
prophets of God. So we read: “He 
did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord . . . as long as he sought 
the Lord, God made him to prosper.” 
He had success in war. “God helped 
him,” the Bible says. He built three 
towers on the walls of Jerusalem to 
defend the city from attack, and look- 
out towers in the desert. He had a 
great army of over 300,000 men, and 
2,600 officers. They were well armed, 
too, for Uzziah had shields and spears 
made for them, and helmets and arrow- 
proof vests. Others were armed with 
bows and arrows, still others with slings 
and stones. Most exciting of all were 
the new “cannons” on the towers and 
walls, which could shoot arrows and 
big stones onto an enemy outside. 
Uzziah’s fame spread far and wide, “for 
he was marvellously helped, till he 
was strong.” Who helped him? 

At home he was a great farmer—fields 
of grain, vineyards, flocks of sheep, and 
herds of cattle. He had to dig many new 
wells for them, and had men to do all 
the work. He loved farming. 

But when Uzziah became strong and 
rich and famous, he began to be proud, 
too, and thought he could do anything. 
One day when it was time for worship 
and prayer in the Temple, Uzziah took 
a censer—a dish with incense in it— 
and went through the curtain into the 
holy part of the Temple, to burn incense 
on the golden altar. Right behind him 
came Priest Azariah and eighty other 


priests. “Uzziah, you must not burn 
incense to the Lord! Only the priests 
can do that. Go out! You have sinned! 


The Lord God won't like it!” How an- 
gry Uzziah was that anyone should dare 
to stop him! Suddenly as he stood there, 
facing the priests with the censer in 
his hand, a white spot came out on his 
forehead. The priests saw it. “Leprosy! 
deprosy!” And they began to push him 
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out of the sacred place. Knowing that 
God had punished him, he rushed out. 
But it was too late! He had leprosy, 
that terrible disease for which there was 
no cure. Never again could he come to 
the Lord’s house. Never again could 
he live in the beautiful palace with his 
family, or rule his people. He must live 
is a little house outside the city. If 
anyone came near, he must shout, “Un- 
clean! unclean!” which meant, “Keep 
away, or you'll catch it!” His son ruled 
the country for him. Fifty-two years 
Uzziah was king in name, but for years 
he was only a leper. 

“Pride goeth before destruction, and 
an haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 
16:18). “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding” (Prov. 3:5, Memory 
Verse). 

Maybe you can do arithmetic better 
than anyone else in your class, Maybe 
you do have pretty hair. Well, don’t think 
you are going to have your own way 
about everything! God gave you what 
you have. Trust Him and obey Him. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


FLANNEL board (as far as this 

writer is concerned) is a must! It 
has a multiplicity of uses. For example, 
you can use it to teach the Memory 
Verse. We find that by making a game 
out of memory work, the children re- 
spond beautifully. Have the verse 
printed on pieces of blotter paper. Or, 
if you prefer, print it on construction 
paper and rough the back by rubbing 
sandpaper over it. Either of these will 
adhere satisfactorily to the flannel 
board. Cut each word apart. Have the 
children read it two or three times to- 
gether. Then ask them to try to say 
it with their eyes closed. Let them say 
it again with their eyes open. (If your 
children are too young to read, use pic- 
tures to represent as many of the words 
as possible.) Then while the children 
have their eyes closed, let one of them 
remove one of the words or pictures. 
Ask, “Which word did Ronnie take off?” 
After they have discovered, have them 
repeat the verse again. This you will 
repeat until all the words are removed. 
This way they repeat the verse ten or 
twelve times quite painlessly! And all 
the time you have maintained their in- 
terest and enthusiasm. 

When it comes to lesson time, remem- 
ber that you do not need scenery. You 
may use it if you wish. But if you are 
not artistically inclined, do not be dis- 
couraged. We have often told stories 
without backgrounds, and it made no 
difference at all to the children. A few 
figures on a plain board will help stamp 
the lesson indelibly on the youngsters’ 
minds. (We are told that children re- 
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member 50 per cent of what they see; 
only 10 per cent of what they hear.) 

If you want to make up your own 
figures for today’s lesson, for example, 
you could show Uzziah’s age when he 
became king (sixteen). (Sixteen may 
seem very old to Primaries, remember!) 
A picture of eyes could be used as you 
tell how God in Heaven watched every- 
thing, absolutely everything that King 
Uzziah did (2 Chron. 26:4). Pictures of 
towers, cattle, vineyards (you can get 
them from old magazines) will illus- 
trate verses 9 and 10. 

To emphasize Uzziah’s sin of presump- 
tion, explain that we, too, can be equally 
as deserving of the punishment that 
Uzziah received. By entering God's 
house and not showing Him reverence, 
we sin. Gum chewing, talking, laugh- 
ing, picture-drawing, and the like, are 
all things that are as displeasing to 
God as was Uzziah’s sin. This is a 
sobering thought, Teacher. Simply be- 
cause God does not strike us with lep- 
rosy does not mean that He is any less 
grieved by our lack of reverence. Let 
us examine ourselves. Let us seek to 
instill a deep sense of reverence in our 
Primaries. May our Father give you 
special wisdom! 

You have doubtless often wished for 
a small, easy-to-carry flannel board. A 
board nine by twelve inches, made into 
a box arrangement in which you can 
carry your Bible and the lesson figures, 
may be obtained from the Child Evange- 
lism Fellowship of Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, Inc., 46 S. Duke St., Lancaster, 
Pa., for $1 postpaid. The beauty of 
this box-board is that it can be used in 
many places where large boards cannot 
be used. 

LANCASTER, PA, 

Lt 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 347) 

1. Azariah (2 Kings 14:21). 

2. A fairly good example to begin with, 
but deteriorating to a bad example (2 
Chron, 25). 

3. Zechariah—not the prophet of that 
name (v. 5). 

4. (1) By subduing the nuisance ene- 
mies within or around his borders; (2) 
by strengthening both outer and inner 
defenses; (3) by reorganizing the stand- 
ing army. 

5. Stock raising and agriculture. 

6. Azariah (not to be confused with 
Uzziah’s other name). 

7. It puffed him up in pride, 

8. Korah and Saul (see Topics for De- 
velopment). 

9. In a separate house—kind of isola- 
tion ward. 

10. Isaiah (Isa. 6:1-13). 

ExLmuurst, ILL. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th 8t., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Extent of His Wealth—And he did 

that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord (2 Chron, 26:4). During the early 
part of the last century, a real estate 
man made a special offer to a Sunday 
school worker in Illinois. “Come with 
me,” he said, “and we can make a for- 
tune together.” This invitation had a 
special attraction for Stephen Paxton, 
for his entire life had been a constant 
- struggle against poverty. Even then his 
wife and small daughter were living 
with him in a bare covered wagon which 
they called home. Yet God had placed 
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CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a regular feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. Look for Christ- 
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upon Paxton’s heart the great need for 
Sunday schools in thinly populated sec- 
tions of our country. Friends and rela- 
tives probably considered him a “crack- 
pot” and a “religious fanatic” when he 
turned down the business offer and dedi- 
cated his life anew to the organizing 
of Sunday schools in desolate rural areas. 
Many years passed. One day he met the 
man who had made him the business 
offer. Somewhat in derision, the man 
said: “You wouldn’t come with me. Now 
I am worth $50,000, and you are still 
living in a bare covered wagon.” Pax- 
ton quickly replied: “But you do not 
know the extent of my real wealth. Only 
recently I studied my records and found 
that more than fifty thousand people are 
enrolled in Sunday schools that I have 
organized.”—From the Teacher. Sent by 
Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, Monticello, Miss. 
Prize illustration. 


Mixing Business and Religion.—And 
as long as he sought the Lord, God made 
him to prosper (2 Chron. 26:5).—A man 
was offered a deal in which there was 
a chance to make a great sum of money. 
He looked it over, then at luncheon he 
explained to the company representative 
that he could not take it. When pressed 
for his reason, he said, “I am a Christian 
man, my company tries to do business 
by Christian principles, and in the light 
of that I can see no possible way to 
handle this.” The other businessman 
looked at him in amazement and said, 
“Surely you don’t try to mix two good 
things like business and religion!” Then 
from across the table he heard an ex- 
pression that should be inscribed over 
every business. “My friend, I have dis- 
covered that it is only when we do mix 
business and religion that we can prove 
our religion and improve our business.” 
—From “What Is the Business of Busi- 
ness?” by the Rev. J. Wallace Hamilton. 
Sent by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, Ont., 
Can. 


Annihilating Elevation—But when he 
was strong, his heart was lifted up to 
his destruction (2 Chron. 26:16). In Dr. 
Joseph Parker’s famous lecture on 
“Clocks and Watches,” he told the fol- 
lowing story: A little watch so deli- 
cately strung, dissatisfied with its little 
sphere in a lady’s pocket, envied Big 
Ben, the great tower clock, as one day 
it passed with her ladyship over the 
Westminster Bridge. “I wish I could be 
up there,” said the little watch so deli- 
cately strung. “I could then serve the 
multitude.” “You shall have your oppor- 
tunity, little watch,” said the lecturer, 
and he dramatically described the little 
watch drawn up the tower by a slender 
thread. When it reached the top, the 
lecturer said, “Where are you, little 
watch? I cannot see you.” Then pausing 
in his dramatic style he said, “Its eleva- 
tion has become its annihilation.”—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs, M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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The Fear of Men Banished.—That 
were valiant men: and they withstood 
Uzziah the king (2 Chron. 26:17, 18). 
When John Knox had his second inter- 
view with Queen Mary of Scotland, and 
spoke to her in a bold and fearless way, 
some papists standing by said, “He is not 
affrayed.” Knox turned on them and 
answered, “Why should the pleasing face 
of a gentlewoman affray me? I have 
looked in the faces of many angry men, 
and yet have not been affrayed above 
measure.” Azariah was a valiant man, 
and stood up unafraid before Uzziah. 
The fear of the Lord banishes the fear 
of men.—From “The Footsteps of’ the 
Flock,” by Dr. G. H. Morrison. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 

Trying To Get By With It.—Then 

zziah was wroth, and had a censer in 
his hand to burn incense (2 Chron. 26:19). 
In the courtroom a firm judge asked the 
man who had just been found guilty, 
“Did you not know the law?” Came 
back the answer, “Yes, but I thought I 
could get by with it.” His attitude was 
defiant, and he was definitely unchanged. 
Breaking the law of the land brings 
punishment to all offenders whether they 
“know the law” or not. But “Uzziah 
the king was a leper unto the day of 
his death” because he violated the laws 
of God. How many Christians definitely 
transgress God’s laws because they be- 
lieve they can “get by with it”!—Sent 
by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 

Retired Christians—And dwelt in a 
several house, being a leper; for he was 
cut off from the house of the Lord (2 
Chron, 26:21). A minister was just that 
age when it was necessary for him to 
retire from public life; so he went to 
live in a quiet country village, where 
he could enjoy the beauty of God's 
handiwork, and where no one knew him. 
One morning he went for a walk, and 
as he was walking on the path he noticed 
two countrywomen walking along the 
cart road. One women said to the other 
questioningly, “Who be that gentleman 
going along by?” “Oh,” replied the 
other, “he be a retired Christian.” We 
fear there are far too many who are in- 
deed “retired Christians.’—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 

Cluttered Temples.—The Lord is in 
his holy temple: let all the earth keep 
silence before him (Hab. 2:20, Golden 
Text). 

When thou goest into thy church, 

Let vain or busy thoughts have there no 

part; 

Bring not thy plow, thy plots, thy pleas- 

ures thither. 

Christ purged His Temple, so must thou 

thy heart. 

All worldly thoughts are but thieves met 

together 

To cozen thee. Look to thy actions well: 

For churches either are our Heaven or 

hell. 
—From George Herbert, in the Christian 
Union Herald. Sent by B. M, Dobbin, 


Richmond, Kans, 
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Lesson for May 15 
This Year's Children's Day 


ENGTHY preparation and rehearsal 

of little ones for your Children’s 
Day program can be lessened consider- 
ably through the use of one of two 
Children’s Day Services prepared by 
Mary Brainerd Smith. They are entitled 
“The Hills of God” and “God’s Over- 
flowing Measure.” In convenient four- 
page leaflet form, each of these Chil- 
dren’s Day services contains responsive 
Scripture readings for the whole school, 
special responses and recitations for the 
various departments, and hymns with 
words appropriate to Children’s Day set 
to familiar hymn tunes, thus making 
the learning of special music unneces- 
sary. 

These Children’s Day services each 
cost 25 cents a dozen or $2 a hundred. 
They may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5. Please specify 
which service you prefer. 


4 


Calendar “Reform” 
(Continued from page 345) 


with the regular seven-day succession 
in the observance of the Lord’s Day. 

There are some Christian groups, how- 
ever, who have firm convictions that 
every seventh day should be observed, 
and that a roving Sabbath would seri- 
ously interfere with their religious lib- 
erty. Orthodox Jews continue to ob- 
serve the seventh day of the week as 
their day of worship, and the Moslems 
observe Friday as a holy day, and both 
groups resent any interference with their 
long-established customs. 

It would seem to be out of place, 
therefore, to give any group of men, who 
have little or no interest in the religious 
observance of any particular day, such 
as the United Nations, the authority to 
make any adjustment of the calendar 
for purely materialistic purposes that 
would destroy the one-day-in-seven suc- 
cession that has such a _ time-honored 
religious background. 

THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs readers will 
be glad, therefore, to read the press 
release, dated March 21, 1955, which has 
come from the State Department of the 
United States Government regarding the 
position it has taken concerning the pro- 
posed calendar reform. This action, it 
would appear, puts an end, at least for 
the present, to the agitation for calendar 
change. The text of the press release 
of. the Department of State reads as 
follows: 

The United States Government to- 
day informed the United Nations that 
it does not favor any action by the 
United Nations to change the present 
calendar. The United States made its 
position known in a note to the United 
Nations Secretary General, Dag Ham- 
merskjold, who had asked all govern- 
ments for their views on proposals 
to revise the existing calendar. 
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The question of calendar reform is 
under consideration by the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council. 
At its 18th Session last July, the Coun- 
cil adopted a resolution requesting the 
Secretary General to obtain the views 
of members and non-members of the 
United Nations on “the desirability of 
calendar reform.” The subject is on 
the agenda of the Council’s resumed 
19th Session, which convenes on May 
16. 

The text of the United States reply 
to the Secretary General is as follows: 

The United States Government does 
not favor any action by the United 
Nations to revise the present calendar. 
This Government cannot in any way 
promote a change of this nature, which 
would intimately affect every inhabi- 
tant of this country, unless such a 
reform were favored by a substantial 
majority of the citizens of the United 
States acting through their representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United 
States. There is no evidence of such 
support in the United States for cal- 
endar reform. Large numbers of 
United States citizens oppose the plan 
for calendar reform that is now before 
the Economic and Social Council. 
Their opposition is based on religious 
grounds, since the introduction of a 
“blank day” at the end of each year 
would disrupt the seven-day sabbatical 
cycle. 

Moreover, this Government holds 
that it would be inappropriate for the 
United Nations, which represents many 
different religious and social beliefs 
throughout the world, to sponsor any 
revision of the existing calendar that 
would conflict with the principles of 
important religious faiths, 

This Government, furthermore, rec- 
ommends that no further study of the 
subject should be undertaken. Such 
a study would require the use of man- 
power and funds which could be more 
usefully devoted to more vital and 
urgent tasks. In view of the current 
studies of the problem being made in- 
dividually by governments in the 
course of preparing their views for the 
Secretary General, as well as of the 
previous study made by the Secretary 
General in 1947, it is felt that any 
additional study of the subject at 
this time would serve no useful pur- 
pose, 
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The Orient Crusaders in Formosa 
(Continued from second page) 


finished the lesson, 462 had witnessed 
and 405 had won one to Christ. In one 
typical month the converts led six thou- 
sand to Christ, as compared to the two 
thousand won in evangelistic meetings. 
At present 132,000 are enrolled in the 
course. 

“One day an advertisement was placed 
in the Chinese newspapers. It read: 
‘Do you know Jesus Christ? Would you 
like to know Him? Are you willing to 
study the Bible? Then write us.’ The 
next day 410 answered! ‘Where else in 
the world has God given a people such 
a hunger for His Word?’” 

Chinese helpers are coming to the 
Orient Crusades movement, among them 
Bill Lee, whose father is pastor of the 
largest Protestant church in Formosa. 
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He was educated as an electrical engi- 
neer in the Taiwan Technical College 
and employed in building a great bridge 
at Hsilo. These bright professional 
prospects he has abandoned to work as 
interpreter to Mr. Culver. For ten years 
he had fought against the call of God. 
Now he has been appointed to go as a 
missionary to Okinawa, the first foreign 
missionary of the movement. 





The Formosa story, however, is, Mr. 
Hillis tells us, greater than Orient Cru- 
sades. Thirty-seven mission groups 
share in it. All those who are true to 
the Word are welcome. Among them is 
International Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship led by the Misses James and Daven- 
port, who say that the children of the 
island are as uncountable as the falling 
leaves of autumn. 

-On the second of last April, Mme. 
Chiang wrote to “Christian friends in 
America”: 

“I wish to send you greetings on be- 
half of my husband and myself 
through Orient Crusades. 

“Through the evangelistic work of 
Orient Crusades in Formosa, many of 
our people from all walks of life, in- 
cluding soldiers and students, have 
come to know our Lord. The quality 
of life of your workers in Free China 
and their consecrated devotion to 
Christ’s ideals as evinced in their ap- 
proach to and contacts with all with 
whom they come in touch are making 
an undeniable impress on the minds 
and hearts of the people of Free 
China... 

“I hope you, our Christian friends 
in America, will continue to pray for 
the Church in Free China and on the 
Mainland, and for the deliverance of 
all enslaved people from a_ world 
scourge of Communism. 

(Signed) “Mme. CHIANG KAI-SHEK.” 

In‘a later release, Mr. Hillis reports 
that through “systematic evangelism 
and synchronized follow-up” program, 
over 4,000 a month are being enrolled 
in their Bible study course, and that the 
total enrolled has passed the 200,000 
mark in their four fields of Formosa, 
Hong Kong, Okinawa, and the Philip- 
pines. 

This young missionary organization, 
which began four years ago with two, 
has now fifty missionaries and nearly 
a hundred national workers. Appeals 
are coming from Indochina and Thailand 
for similar campaigns. Plans are also 
being laid for Crusades teams, experi- 
enced in mass evangelism and follow-up, 
to undertake such evangelism in Hong 
Kong, Saigon, Singapore, Bangkok, Ma- 
nila, and Taipei, working in conjunction 

with other missions, 


Should you be permitted by God to 
discern the lack of any Christian virtue 
in another servant of Christ, be an ex- 
ample yourself of the virtue that is 
lacking—Keswick Calendar. 
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With the New Books 


An Outline of Hebrew History. By 
J. Barton Payne. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) From the 
text of the Bible, contemporary writings, 
and the findings of archaeology, the 
author has woven a continuous outline 
of events of interest to the student of 
the Bible. He is a firm believer in the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, His book 
is for the student, for it is packed full 
of references, bibliography, charts, and 
other helps to study. If one is puzzled 
by some of the problems of the Old 
Testament, this book will be of real 
assistance in the historical sections. 

Better Than Seven Sons. By Carl Mc- 
Intire, (Christian Beacon Press, Collings- 
wood 7, N. J.. $1.50.) The story of Ruth 
is told in eight chapters that were orig- 
inally sermons delivered to Sunday 
morning congregations and over the 
radio. The author’s retelling of the 
story makes delightful reading. In his 
hands, Ruth and the others become our 
contemporaries, and we appreciate their 
problems, decisions, and triumphs be- 
cause they are ours as well, Comment 
is made on almost every verse of the 
book, and many other passages are cited 
also. The volume is a helpful study of 
an often neglected subject. 


New Publishers of 
Fundamental Literature 


R. T. RICHARD DUNHAM, Findlay, 

Ohio, who, in 1933, founded Funda- 
mental Truth Publishers, has, after a 
few years’ absence from that field, 
formed Dunham Publishing Company, 
and will publish evangelical and funda- 
mental literature. 

Some of the authors of books he will 
publish are well known to THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times family. They include Drs. 
W. L. Pettingill, Arthur I. Brown, Walter 
Wilson, Roy Laurin, Carl Armerding, 
C. I. Scofield, and the like. 

Dr. Dunham is serving in his twentieth 
year as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Findlay, and is in his fourteenth year 
in radio, 





The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, May 15 


1. Take a Look at the City! 
(Matt. 9:36-38; Luke 19:40-44) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


WO Sunday evenings are to be de- 
voted to the study of home missions 
with particular emphasis upon the city. 
This week we are to think about some 
of the particular problems and needs of 
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those who live in cities, while next week 
we: are to consider what Christians have 
done and what they can do to meet these 
needs and problems. 


For many years there has been an 
increasing movement in the population 
all over the United States from rural 
areas into city areas. Better jobs and 
the more attractive wages offered by 
war industries have had a large part in 
attracting families to the large indus- 
trial centers. With the return of peace, 
more often than not families have re- 
mained in the urban areas. The cities 
have long been the goal of the jobless, 
hoping to find there better opportunities 
for work. And into the cities have also 
come evil men and women seeking to 
prey upon the unwary by means of vice 
and gambling and thievery. 


bd 


Those of us who live in the city or 
worship in city churches are already 
aware of some of the advantages to be 
found in city life as well as some of the 
problems. However, time will not be 
wasted in thinking about some of these 
problems that may already be familiar, 
since next week we are to endeavor to 
find some ways in which some of them 
can be met. It is ironical that in our 
cities one of the greatest problems that 
many individuals have to meet is that 
of loneliness. It has been said that no- 
where can a person be so absolutely 
alone as in the midst of teeming city 
life. The impossibility of knowing very 
much even about those with whom we 
are thrown in frequent contact in the 
city, and the readiness of some to take 
advantage of the unwary, often stifle 
any neighborly inclinations. Folks come 
and go in the house next door, or in 
the next apartment, so rapidly that there 
is no opportunity to get to know them. 
Sometimes barriers of race interfere. It 
is possible to attend some churches many 
times without being spoken to or get- 
ting acquainted with the members. 
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Add to all of this the drunkenness and 
vice that frequently meet the eye, and the 
fact that in many crowded districts it 
is impossible even in one’s home or 
apartment to escape the foul language 
and brawling that sometimes occur in 
near-by dwellings, and one cannot es- 
cape the fact that city life has its very 
real problems and difficulties. 


On the other hand, it must also be 
recognized that there are very real ad- 
vantages in living in the city. Living 
near one’s place of employment is a 
real advantage, particularly to those who 
cannot afford expensive transportation, 
or who are getting along in years, or 
who are infirm. There are certain edu- 
cational and entertainment advantages 
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to be found in the city that those who 
live in rural districts do not enjoy, such 
as lectures, large Christian rallies, flower 
shows, hobby shows, and the like. Often 
there are opportunities to attend Bible 
schooi and Bible classes in the evening 
that cannot be enjoyed by those who 
live in outlying districts. 
pd 
It must be recognized also that the 
very fact that there are many problems 
and needs in the city affords opportu- 
nities for Christian service. We shall 
be thinking more about this next week 
when we consider what Christians are 
doing and can do to meet the city’s 
needs and problems. 
b= 
However, with all of the differences 
between city life and rural life that we 
may think of, it is still true that people 
and human nature are the same wher- 
ever they are found. Man’s greatest 
need, regardless of where he lives, is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. His indwelling 
in the human heart is the answer to 
every problem that the individual may 
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A Blind Child Sees Christ! 


At the end of the camp season Maria, a blind girl, rose with other 
children who were testitying. She said, with tear-filled eyes, “My dear 
tellow campers, first ot all I thank God with all the strength ot my heart; 
and secondly, the one whom God led to write and send the money so 
that I might come to the camp. _ For some time I had been in a state 
ot hopelessness. Such thoughts as these would come to me: ‘You are 
blind! You are handicapped for this lite. Who can do without light? 
You are a burden on this earth.’ I kept on saying to myselt over and 
over again, ‘Light. I need light, but I have no light.’ I walked not 
only in physical darkness but in spiritual darkness also. No one pointed 
me the right way to the Light, I longed tor the Light, not knowing 
how I could enter into it. But here at the camp I heard ot the Light, 
and asked God to give me this Light. And indeed He gave me the true 
Light. How I thank Him and rte you, who led me to know the Saviour 
of my soul! Now my heart weeps tor joy, and again trom gratitude! What 
it I do not have my physical eyes? Perhaps it is better, my God, that I do 
not see the evil in the world. I have seen Thee. I know Thee. 
And now I live in Thy presence, the true Light.” 


For ten years now we have been enabled by God to serve hundreds 
of destitute children at THE ATHENS GOOD NEWS CHILDREN’S 
CAMP in Greece. We are happy to announce that we are now in pos- 
session ot our own camp grounds, nearly 30 Greek acres, only 22 miles 
southeast of Athens. Last year we had nearly 400 children. They came 
to us trom retugee camps, fom the earthquake devastated areas, and trom 
the big cities of Greece. They came to us hungry, undernourished, and 
sad. They left, restored in health, and happy, with Christ en- 
throned in the hearts of many. This is truly a ministry which 
gladdens the heart. 


We are now building a dining room and a kitchen better to serve 
the many children who are to come to us this coming summer, and also 
to prepare the way tor a permanent Children’s Home. Here are some 
figures for which we covet your earnest prayers. For the above project, 
$5,000 more is needed, Pray also that He will supply tunds for the care 
of 400 children, each costing $25 per term of 5 weeks at the camp. Re- 
member also the many other needs for carrying out this wondertul min- 
istry. Brethren, pray for us! 


Athens Good News Children’s Camp 


Under the auspices of 


The Greek American Missionary 


Association, Inc. 
Rev. K. Paul Yphantis, Executive Secretary 
88 Tremont Street, Boston 8, Mass. 


Canadian Address: P.O. Box 6, Galt, Ontario 
Rev. E. S. Kerr, Secretary-Treasurer 





OLDEST EVANGELICAL MISSION TO GREECE. ESTABLISHED 1920. 





Outstanding evangelical leaders direct and support this work, such as: Dr. V. Raymond 
Edman, President of Wheaton College; Dr. T. Leonard Lewis, President of Gordon College; 
Dr. James H. Hunter of the Evangelical Christian; Dr. Oswald J. Smith of Peoples Church; 
Dr. John Walvoord, President of Dallas Theological Seminary; Dr. Harold Ockenga of Park 








Street Church; etc. (For further information, write to our American office.) 

















356 (16) * 












































































Books! Books! Books! 


Books by Dr. Wm. L. Pettingill 


Bible Questions Answered 


This enlarged edition is 
exceedingly valuable and 
in demand; the best in [Me 
the world in its field! 559 5 
pages; read a 

cloth $4 


The Geanel of God < 





— 228 pages; 
clot . . 
Into the Holiest 
—Hebrews. 190 pages; 
a. on ee 
Christ in the Rs 
Psalms, $1.75 


God’s Prophecies for Plain People, $2 
Nearing the End (Prophecy) $1.50 
(All now published by Dunham Pub. Co.) 


Order Daniel, Revelation, Galatians, and Mat- 
thew by Pettingill, for future delivery. 


Books by Dr. L. Sale-Harrison 
God and Israeli 


Showing conditions in Israel and the future of the 
ae, Preface by Dr. Wilbur Smith. 151 pages; 
clot! $2 


The J udgment Seat of Christ. Cloth o. 50 


Wonders of the count wuneiiing. 
Cloth $2.25 


Books by Dr. Roy Laurin 
The Famous Life Series 
Where Life Begins 


Romans. 503 pages; cloth, $4 
Where Life Matures— 
1 Cor. . . « ae 
Where Life Endures— 
2 Cor. 5 $3 
.» Where Life Advances 
—Phil. ‘ 

Where Life sas Estab. 
lished 

Life At Its Best—1 John ‘ on 
This whole set together now only $16.95 


(All now published by Dunham Pub. Co.) 


Other Valuable Publications: 


Strange Short Stories by the Buster. 
By Dr. Walter Wilson. 33 stories . $1 
Why Four Gospels. 

By Dr. Louis Talbot. A aa vette book! 238 
pages $1 
The Olivet Discourse. 

By Dr. Carl Armerding, on Matthew 24 and 25, 75c 
Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
By Dr. E. Schuyler English, Editor of 





“Our Hope,” author and teacher. An 
extremely valuable book! 536 pages; 
beautiful cloth; indexed $5.95 


ABC’s of Revelation. 
By Dr. J. J. Van Gorder. Rich, lucid 


The Kingdom of God. 
By Rev. O. E. Phillips, Missionary to 
Jews ; $3 

Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth. 
By Dr. C. I. Scofield. 10 studies ° ° 25¢ 


The Great Tribulation 
1955 Edition by Dr. T. Richard Dunham. 60 pages. 


Order all from 


Dunham Publishing Co., Findlay, Ohio 
Or your favorite bookstore 

















have. The Lord Jesus was moved with 
compassion and wept when He saw the 
great multitudes ote: were scattered like 
sheep without ‘a°s pherd, as our Scrip- 
ture portions for this. week show. He 
would have gathered them under His 
protecting care, as a hen would gather 
her chickens, but they refused. No less 
today God is moved by the many thou- 
sands who, within the very shadow of 
Christian churches, continue on their 
way to destruction, giving little or no 
heed to the One who is able to save to the 
uttermost. Will you be thinking through 
the coming week about some of the ways 
that you can make Him known to many 
of these at our very doors who need 
Him so desperately? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
%& 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 9 to 15 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 26:1-8. 
Uzziah’s Good Start. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “And he did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his father Amaziah 
did.” Uzziah, like his father and grand- 
father, made a good start, but a poor 
ending. They gained little by the ad- 
vantage God gave them through the 
prophets, Hosea, Joel, and Isaiah, who 
prophesied in their times. God blessed 
them for their piety, but punished them 
for departing from His will. The road 
of your life is long and dangerous enough 
to cause you failure even after having 
had years of success. Pray that you 
may be diligent to watch and pray all 
the way to your latest breath. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 26:9-15. 
Uzziah Fortifies Judah. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “His name spread 
far abroad; for he was marvellously 
helped, till he was strong.” Uzziah pre- 
pared weapons of war in abundance. 
He foresaw the dangers of war and pre- 
pared against them. In these times of 
peril, it would be as foolish for a gov- 
ernment to be unprepared for emer- 
gencies as it would be for people to re- 
move the locks from their house doors 
and from banks, believing that the peo- 
ple round about them would all be hon- 
est and good. The love of safety is 
righteous, but the love of war is wicked. 
Pray against all nations that delight in 
war, and for all that seek to maintain 
peace, 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 26:16-21. 
Pride’s Penalty. 
PraYER Succestions: “But when he 
was strong, his heart was lifted up to 
his destruction.” Uzziah transgressed 
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against the Lord by seeking to add the 
office of priest to that of his kingship, 
God honored priests for their resistance 
to Uzziah’s sacrilegious action. He smote 
the king with leprosy while he stood 
at the altar of incense. As a leper, the 
king had to leave the palace and live 
in a separate house until the day of 
his death. God imposes penalties for 
pride. He abases everyone who is proud. 
He gives grace only to the humble. Pray 
against all forms of pride and vainglory 
in yourself and in your services for the 
Lord. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 3:1-6. 
The Blessings of Obedience. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.” God likes nothing better 
in people than obedience. Christ’s obe- 
dience was unreserved, undeviating, and 
constant. Paul, your Gospel pattern un- 
der Christ, finished his course with joy. 
Obey God without mental reservations. 
Be careful to “follow his steps” (1 Pet. 
2:21). Pray to know more of the good 
things God has prepared for them that 
love Him and keep His commandments. 


Fri.—Proverbs 16:7-18. Wisdom for Kings. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The throne is 
established by righteousness.” It is the 
duty of kings to bow humbly before 
God and to observe the will of the King 
of kings. The Word of God should be 
their chief textbook and rule of life. 
God commands all rulers to obey His 
commands. Pray that rulers may come 
to the knowledge of God’s truth (1 Tim. 
2:1-4). This prayer is God’s will for 
every Christian (see vs. 1-3). 


Sat.—1 Peter 5:1-11. 
Grace for the Humble. 


PraYER SuccesTions: “God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” 
Only humble people can please God. 
This is what He particularly demands 
of all His creatures, whatever may be 
their station in life. The sun shines only 
by God’s favor. He gives silent and 
perpetual witness to God who makes 
him a blessing to the world. We, too, 
must not fail to acknowledge that all 
we have and’are, except our sin, is the 
gift of God. Pray that you may always 
glorify God for His mercies, 


Sun.—Isaiah 6:1-8. 
Vision and Service. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I saw also the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up.” Service for God be- 
gins with a vision of God. It was 
true of all the prophets and the apos- 
tles, and it must be so with us. Un- 
less we “see Jesus” (Heb. 2:9), we 
shall not be able really to serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It takes a vision 
of Christ to make us say with Paul, 
“To me to live is Christ”: (Phil. 1:21). 
Pray that you may never lose sight of 
Jesus, 
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